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2 May 1859

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided at the consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church. G.
WOcer served as clerk. A couple appeared in the meeting to state that they have been reconciled
in their marriage and request the censure be lifted. Consistory lifted the censure and they again
can come to the Lord's table. Van Raalte gave them counsel as they departed and offered prayer.
Three new members were received.
Tin Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original located in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church, Joint Archives of
Holland, vol. IT, p. 96.

Page 96

Consistory Meeting of May 2, 1859
Absent: Brothers Ploeg and Plugger.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — Present at the meeting were van Dam and wife, who requested the lifting
of their censure. The president questioned them, and they responded. They declared that
they felt inward sorrow and grief because of their domestic disharmony and the
consequent temporary separation from each other. They hope, in the future, to be diligent
in struggling against their anger and to live in God's grace so that they are not again cast
into a destructive relationship. The consistory decided that these members, because they
have now declared that they are living together in peace, will no longer be under censure
and will be admitted to the table of the Lord. The president led in prayer for these
members, and gave them good counsel as they departed.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes were read, and the last two and a half lines were erased.
ARTICLE 3 — A membership was received on behalf of R. Faldce and wife from the
congregation of Grand Rapids, dated February 15, 1859. Also a membership of Johanna
H. Hagens, dated February 21, 1859, from Poughkeepsie, New York, was received.
ARTICLE 4 — No further matters needing attention, all the brothers expressed their love
for one another, looking forward to the celebration next Sunday of holy communion. The
meeting was closed with various fraternal observations leading to mutual edification.
Closing prayer was by Brother Wilterdink.

. A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker

